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i' \ \\ \\ S is cmplialic in his contention that i 

WWXv haigon, coming mainly from th' 

f Ti /• ii? V’ 'J-V' ji ^ \\\V^ '“^'•ci'csted in promoting the. welfare c 

?! (i ;:i|1 ij'iXyf SVm I ought to insist on it as the . price 

\J w ii u\J \J\j Ij I ' port,” he said. ‘.‘We have strong bargain 

O '' VAirA v li ' '’® conceded that-as a result of 

'iii Marshal Ky and other instance.s 

!i "lOC^ 'f"?! ■? liilHR) iiinOfl??/ / y ■ liigh Administration sources— the 

f, I bargaining power of its own. 

^ CAPITAL. TIME^ WAewi-JSTDN COKJ«e&PONi?£Sfr III g f'roxmirc • Was not disturbe'd by the i 

^ ‘ ■.' eision to take the bulk of the South Vi 

I'^TOXi/il.LTS^S V/UT Y'i&WS the firing line and assign them to ‘‘pacii 

Y7ASHINGTON-‘‘It is time we gave far greater con- development” ^orcs, in Jic 

Vy sideration to the suspension of bombing of North ' Iw . he felt, because hey are ‘‘the .s 

Vietnam,” ben.. Wil ham Proxmjre deciared last week. -d . ^ u / j 4 u i a 

, But again, he feared that llic Saigon 

o.S. air attacks have strengthened, not weakened the up to the taslj;. ‘‘What I would like to sec 
, will of tne Nortn Victnamc.se people, f' urthermoi c, he -more Americans of the. Peace Corps-1. 

■ pointed out, Hanoi and the Viet Cong are making statements health workers with a broad social oull 
and gosturo.s which possibly indicate their readiness to enter ’ . . 

negotiations. ^ ‘ ""'. Thant’s Revealing Me 

K we stop the bombing of the North and ihe scareh-and-. TMiTt'ii vam'tavc 
, ‘ ■ 41 o .1 .V ■ 4 4 _ 4 T fNJTCH NATIONS Secretary General 

Ciestroy operations m the Souih, this might create an at- B v ,, . C- •„ 

^ , 4 II V 4 held an off-the-record meeting with 

r4'iospncrc suitable for peace talks, he said. . ‘ , , i, • 

Cun women peace leaders. Here is ar 
. ' Proxmirc conceded there'- wa.s a nss involved, but he-' '-Li-anspired ■ 

i thought^ it a risk worth taking. More, and more members The women found Thant very much < 
Oi the Senate are coming to agree with this view, he said mediator in the Vietnam war— and, in Ih 

. and he hoped “the President would soon lean toward such a , j„„ pressure on both sides to m< 

so as to reach a settlement. 

The Wisconsin 'senator was an early supporter of the air j^c described to them the hard paradox 
attacks and the stepped-up U.S. ground assaults. Then in The , North Vietnamese declare tiiey wil! 

February of 1066 he presented to the Senate a detailed _ tions but. he said, they are holding disi 

analysis of the social evils in South Vietnam that had representatives. 

; sparked the Viet Cong rebellion. He upheld U.S. military , On the other hand, the U.S, proclair 

intervention as “a tragic but essential action” but he wanted ' talk peace at any time— but when .seen 
; it accompanied by “a far more ambitious job of schooling, r showing some .sign of promise, the U. f 
health and land reform.” - ’ tary attack. . ' 

"What a bloodless victory awaits a really vigorous and j For example, he said, Rcorct talks wer 
I adequate land reform program on our part,” he said at that 'j Algeria in mid-December, until Americai 
i time. , ,, ‘’by of Hanoi. . 

' In the year since he presented his findings, U.S. troops ■' A Thant aido^ interjected at this jioint: 

ha, VC grown from 180,000 to more than 400,000. Land reform ; of us*, call it Ihe-QA-war ! ■” ^ 

; and other social programs remain virtual pipe dreams, dc- ' On the plu.s.sTffc, Thant voiced high p 
.spile the big talk at Honolulu and Manila by President John- ' bassador Arthur Goldberg, declaring ‘T 
son and allied chieftains. . .f'le same way.” But the women pcaoi 

Proxmire now- feels that the American military role is tiomplelely reassuiVd. Although they j 
, "arguable.” it could be..<i,rgucd,,..hc said, .that unless. We.;' much with it and a real npcialoi 

reduce the Viet Cong J I. ilugh 'sheer military capacity, South'^* rcahzcd how much the Adni.niii- 

Victnam won't have the opportunity to build a decent, work- j undercut Coldbcrg s authority. 

1 able society. On the oihor hand, “moderating the military ,? — ~ 

: effort might bring .about a like response and create an at- j 
vnosphcrc of trust in which civil government could function : 
with some succes.s.” ^ 
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He is emphatic in his contention that the present govern-' 
ment in Saigon, coming mainly from the landlord class, is 
not interested in promoting the. welfare of the peasantry. 

"Wc ought to insist on it as the price of American sup- ? 
port,” he said. ‘.‘We have strong bargaining power.” 

But he conceded that-as a result of Johnson’s embrace 
of Air Marshal Ky and other instance.s of fulsome praise ' 
from high Administration sources— the Saigon regime has' 
bargaining power of its own. : 

Proxmire- was not disturbe'd by the recent strategic dc--; 
eision to take the bulk of the South Vietnamese Army off ■ 
the firing line and assign them to "pacification” and “revo-, 
lulionary development” chore.s. in the villages. Thi.s was* 
logical, he felt, because they are ‘‘the same kind of people i 
with the same language.” ' 

But again, he feared that llic Saigon leadership won’t be | 
up to the taslj;. "What I would like to see in Vietnam arc far., 
more Americans of the. Peace Corps-type — technicians, t 
health workers with a broad social outlook.” !■ 

Thant’s Revealing Meeting . 

U NITED NATIONS Secretary General U Thant recently 
held an off-the-record meeting with a group of Ameri- 
can women peace leaders. Here, is an account of what 
transpired; 

The women found Thant very much determined to be a 
mediator in the Vietnam war— and, in that role, he Is exert- 
ing utmost pressure on both sides to modify their positions 
so as to reach a settlement. 

He described to them the hard paradox he was up against 
The .North Vietnamese declare they will not enter negotia- 
tions but. he said, they are holding discu.ssions with U. S. 
representatives. 

On the other liaiid, the U.S, proclaims its readiness to 
talk peace at any time— but when .secret negoliations start 
.showing some sign of promise, the U. S. escalates its mili- 
tary attack. . 

I For example, he said, Rcorct talks were going very well in 
Algeria in mid-December, until American planes bombed the 
^ city of Hanoi. 

‘ A Thant aido^ interjected at this jioint; "That's why .some 
of us* call it Iht'-CIAl^or!” 

On' the plu.s.sTffc, Thant voiced high praise for U. S. Am- 
bas,sador Arthur Goldberg, declaring "he. and 1 .sec Ihing.s 
the same way.” But the women r.-cacc workcr.s wore not 
complelely roas,su!'ed. Although they judged Thant to be 
"very much with it and a real npccalor,” they didn't know 
! If he realized how much the Adntinistralinn limited and 
1 undercut Goldberg's authority. 



